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Introduction

Tourism is a cultural, economic and social phenomenon that involves people travelling and staying in locations beyond 
their normal environment for leisure, health, business, personal reasons, or other reasons [1]. Over the last six decades, 
tourism has continued to increase and diversify. Numerous tourism types and forms have been invented and explored to 
meet the wants and desires of travellers. Tourism is undeniably a key sector contributing significantly to developed and 
developing countries’ economies [2]. Correspondingly, this industry provides employment and business opportunities 
to the host country’s community, assisting poverty alleviation and improving welfare [2,3]. Urban tourism is one of the 
fastest expanding tourism segments at the moment. According to [4], the global urban population has surpassed the rural 
population since 2008, and two-thirds of the world’s population is predicted to live in urban areas by 2030. Thus, to protect 
mental health and minimize problems associated with other forms of tourism, primarily rural and community-based, urban 
tourism must be organised responsibly [5]. Consequently, by adding tourist locations in cities, the burden on other forms of 
tourism, such as rural tourism, can be alleviated. Subsequently, this approach might save on travel time and transportation 
costs. Interestingly, the negative impact of tourism on the environment, such as CO2 emissions from vehicles, over-tourism, 
and resource depletion, could be mitigated [6]. In this context, the potential and growth of university campuses as tourist 
attractions are often addressed in urban tourism [7]. Since the 1990s, the university has served as a meditative location that 
fosters a sense of sanctuary and tranquillity [8]. Moreover, universities are frequently created with a unique humanistic 
environment and a rich historical and cultural legacy [9]. As a result, campus tourism adaptation benefits universities’ 
economies and the economies of students and adjacent towns [10]. Correspondingly, by introducing campus tourism, 
students can gain internship and career possibilities in administration, tour guides, transportation, and event planning [11]. 
Campus tourism, often known as university tourism, is most prevalent in China. However, the academic tourism community 
debated this topic extensively as it poses a few concerns. This article conducts a study of the available literature to shed light 
on the global phenomenon of campus tourism. Six components of campus tourism were identified through a review of the 
academic literature. Additionally, this article emphasised the importance of contrasting edutourism and campus tourism 
to dispel misconceptions.

Concept of Campus Tourism

Tourism is the practice of individuals travelling and staying in an environment beyond their natural habitat for one year 
consecutively, either for leisure, business, or other purposes [12]. During the last decade, tourism has become a significant 
sector in developing countries’ economies [10]. According to [7], campus tourism is classified as urban tourism. However, 
campus tourism is inextricably linked to the university notion. A new form of tourism refers to managing resources within 
a college or university to create a tourist destination focused on spiritual and intellectual fulfilment [11]. In recent years, 
people’s desire for tourism has shifted toward information and cultural exchange. As a result, colleges and universities have 
steadily extended their doors to the outside world [13]. Specifically, the campus tourism concept comprises six components 
(Figure 1). According to [14], campus tourism consists of four components: campus as a destination, knowledge-based 
tourism, urban tourism, and building and landscape architecture. Campus tourism is centred on intellectual fulfilment 
for tourists in the campus setting as a destination [15]. Recently, universities have ceased to function purely for educational 
objectives and have evolved into a public arena for spontaneous visits [8]. Moreover, as an integrated platform for research, 
culture, human resources, and knowledge, the university plays a critical role in educating the public about scientific, 
technological, and cultural development [16]. Furthermore, urban tourism is a hot topic of discussion currently [7]. In this 
context, the university campus serves as a new platform for urbanites to engage in contemporary, different, and evolving 
leisure activities. [8] also supports this concept in building and landscape architecture, emphasising the importance 
of campus aesthetics during campus visits. On the university campus, monumental structures show the university’s 
prominence and strength in education. Nowadays, historic university buildings are regarded as national treasures, and their 
ancient appeal draws tourists [9]. Nonetheless, [8] advocated two components of campus tourism: the university as a hub of 
public activities and year-round tourism. Universities and colleges frequently have superior facilities and equipment. With 
its halls, sports stadiums, cultural venues, and other facilities, the campus can serve as a hub for recreational and relaxation 
activities for students, staff, and the neighboring communities [7]. According [8], sports attract more students to campus 
than any other activity. They are suitable as a community activities centre due to their sports amenities and more spacious 
university settings [14]. Additionally, year-round tourism occurs on-campus [8]. The campus is a popular tourist destination, 
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Abstract

Deforestation is a global problem that has spread throughout the world’s forests. Uncontrolled urbanisation is a factor in 
destroying natural resources, which results in severe pollution, particularly in developing countries. The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development was launched in 2015 to establish sustainable cities and communities in response to the deteriorating 
situation. Education is an excellent method of boosting public awareness and knowledge about sustainability. As new urban 
tourism, campus tourism has grown in popularity over the previous two decades. Campus tourism should address this 
ongoing environmental issue by utilizing the institution as a knowledge-transfer platform for society. This article studies 
the available literature to understand the global phenomenon of campus tourism. Six components of campus tourism were 
identified through a review of the academic literature. Subsequently, this article emphasized the importance of contrasting 
Edutourism and campus tourism to dispel misconceptions. In conclusion, this mini review is intended to serve as a starting 
point for universities and colleges globally interested in establishing campus tourism for environmental sustainability.
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playing a significant role in campus visits. People from all around the world, including 
the countries with no seasons, can arrange vacations to visit institutions or colleges. 
This concept is also a great strategy for avoiding overcrowding and noise pollution in 
higher education institutions [17].

Campus Tourism Versus Edutourism 

Education is critical because it enables people to view life objectively, hence 
fostering the development of a scholarly community [18]. Demand for higher 
education increases as it is increasingly viewed as a prerequisite for success. As a result, 
it is unsurprising that travel-focused entirely or partially on educational purposes is 
rising [19]. [20] observed that edutourism for higher education had gained traction 
in universities and colleges. However, there is some ambiguity between edutourism 
and campus tourism, as both activities occur in higher education institutes. Thus, it is 
critical to comprehend the distinctions and similarities between these two techniques. 
In contrast to campus tourism, edutourism is a term that refers to visiting other sites 
with the primary objective of gaining educational or learning experiences [21]. On 
the other hand, campus tourism aims to achieve a symbiotic relationship between 
economic, environmental, and social benefits. Generally, edutourism develops to assist 
students in selecting host universities where they can continue their studies. Students 
studying abroad examine various issues, including the cost of living and the quality 
of education given by colleges [22]. International edu-tourists seeking cross-border 
education outside their home country has developed into a global phenomenon that 
has the potential to contribute to the global economy (Ojo & Yusof, 2019) [19] (Figure 
2) summarises the distinction between campus tourism and edutourism.

Conclusion

In the modern world, universities are no longer just educational institutions. 
In this sense, university tourism is an intriguing subset of tourism since it provides 
tourists with a knowledge-based experience. The university, its students, and the 
surrounding community benefit from implementing this system. The knowledge of 
the six components of campus tourism provides an intriguing opportunity for campus 
or university stakeholders worldwide to participate in campus tourism programmes. 
The many perspectives may help communities better understand campus tourism 
and edutourism. Thus, campus tourism has a strong chance of becoming a significant 
component of urban tourism. Additionally, campus tourism has the potential to 

benefit the economy, the environment, and society. The World Tourism Organization’s 
policy on practices and implementation standards must be proposed to persuade 
the academic community and complete secure approval for campus tourism for 
environmental sustainability in the future.
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Figure 1: Concept of campus tourism (Adopted from [14] and [8]).

Figure 2: Comparison between campus tourism and edutourism.
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