
Environmental 
Sciences and 
Ecology: Current 
Research (ESECR)

How to cite this article : Siddique MNI*, Rasit NS, Ibrahim ZB (2026) An overview of renewable hydrogen generation methods and optimisation strategies . 
Environ Sci Ecol: Curr Res 7: 10129

Introduction

The production of green hydrogen has evolved from a gap alternative to a vital pillar of global decarbonization strategies 
for 2026. Unlike “grey” or “blue” hydrogen, green hydrogen is characterized by using a carbon-impartial footprint accomplished 
by splitting water using renewable energy resources like solar, wind, and hydropower [1-2].

Green Hydrogen Production Pathways

Electrolytic pathways (water splitting)

Modern-day studies categorize hydrogen production into conventional, organic, electrolytic, and emerging photocatalytic 
pathways (Figure 1) [3-4]. Proton Exchange Membrane (PEM): preferred for its fast device reaction, permitting it to “ramp” 
up or down to fit the intermittency of variable renewable power (VRE) like wind and solar [5-7]. Alkaline Water Electrolysis 
(AWE): A properly set up, low-value technology. Current optimizations of the usage of novel Ru-Ta-Ti alloy electrodes have 
achieved efficiencies exceeding ninety-five % while maintaining superior longevity in comparison to conventional nickel-based 
electrodes [8-10].stable Oxide Electrolysis (SOEC): running at high temperatures (>seven hundred°C), SOEC is noticeably 
efficient (up to 88% LHV) and is especially appropriate for heavy industries like metal or ammonia synthesis, where waste heat 
may be recycled to generate steam [11-12].
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Abstract

Green hydrogen provides a viable alternative to conventional energy, providing a sustainable technique to lower carbon 
emissions and strengthening electricity protection. This overview explores key production pathways, specializing in 
electrolysis and biomass-based strategies and hybrid renewable energy and cogeneration systems to improve efficiency and 
grid stability. In addition, it explores the feature of synthetic intelligence (AI) in H2 production, especially in renewable 
energy forecasting, system optimization, and fault diagnostics. The optimization guarantees value-effectiveness and system 
reliability, and enhances hydrogen production efficiency with the aid of identifying premier operational parameters and 
minimizing system inefficiencies. The newness of this examines lies in integrating hybrid renewable power and hydrogen 
manufacturing optimization, an attitude not substantially covered in previous research. Furthermore, it provides a 
comprehensive analysis of optimized applications, consisting of predictive upkeep and fault detection, to enhance hydrogen 
device reliability. A distinguished contribution of this study is its attention to real-global case research of hydrogen 
production and application, demonstrating its viability across transportation, strength generation, and industrial sectors. 
Via addressing key technical and financial challenges, this evaluation outlines a scalable method for lower-priced and 
sustainable H2 manufacturing, encouraging a greater resilient and sustainable energy future.

(Figure 1): Types of hydrogen and methods of synthesis [19].
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Thermochemical & organic pathways

Biomass Gasification: This pathway converts agricultural residues and waste into 
hydrogen. Whilst it gives a circular economic system advantage, it faces challenges 
concerning feedstock variability and the want for rigorous carbon control to make sure 
low carbon emissions [14-15]. Photocatalytic Water Splitting: A rising “direct” approach 
that makes use of semiconductor catalysts to break up water using sunlight without 
intermediate power generation. Recent breakthroughs in heterojunction photocatalysts 
have advanced visible-mild absorption and hydrogen evolution rates [16].

Optimization Techniques

Maximizing the efficiency and economic viability of green hydrogen calls for state-
of-the-art optimization across the complete value chain (Table 1).

(Table 1): Current hydrogen manufacturing strategies are compared.

Optimization Factor Technique Impact

Energy Supply
VRE Integration & 

Forecasting

Improved system reliability 

and lower LCOH.

Material Science Ru-Ta-Ti Alloy Electrodes
>95% efficiency and increased 

electrode life.

System Scale
Modular Stamping (e.g., 

2.6 MW)

Zero-downtime maintenance 

and scalability.

Thermal process
Waste Heat Recovery 

(SOEC)

Maximized energy utilization 

in heavy industry.

Techno-monetary Optimization

The Levelized Value of Hydrogen (LCOH) is the primary metric for optimization. 
Key techniques include: most useful Sizing & site selection: the usage of hybrid structures 
(e.g., wind/PV) to limit surplus ability and fluctuations. As an example, research suggests 
that “clipping” surplus power from renewable plants for hydrogen manufacturing 
can decrease charges to about $1.98/kg [17]. Dynamic production making plans: 
implementing Python-based forecasting tools and Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) 
to schedule manufacturing throughout periods of low energy charges and high renewable 
availability [18].

Method & Operational Optimization

Heat integration: In techniques like green ammonia synthesis, adjusting running 
temperatures (e.g., decreasing from 482.five°C to 368.nine°C) and using multistage 
compressors can extensively increase yield and decrease cumulative energy demand 
(Figure 2).

Stack engineering: For massive-scale applications, optimizing stacking arrangements in 
electrolyzer cells (above five MW) is vital to reducing corrosion and overpotential at the 
electrodes.
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(Figure 2): Taken into account the system border and its components [1].


